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What Is a Panel Discussion? 


Tus is an orderly discussion between three or 
more persons with specialized knowledge. 

There are no set speeches in a panel discussion. 
Each participant stays seated while speaking. 
Each person comments on the central issues raised 
by the moderator. Members of the panel inquire 
of one another for a clarification of views. They 
state differences of opinion on controversial ques- 
tions or disagreements about the solutions of 
problems. The audience is invited to participate 
after the issues have been clarified and the dif- 
ferences of opinion stated. 

One of the best panel discussions in America 
for many years was the “University of Chicago 
Round Table.” The format used by this program 
was very simple: 

1. Statement of the topic or question 

2. Establishment of disagreements and clarifica- 
tion of alternatives 
’ 3. Discussion of controversial questions 

A similar procedure may be used in an adult 
class. It could be followed by a general discussion 
in which members of the group would ask ques- 
tions of persons on the panel or state differing 
views and opinions. 

The leader of the panel would meet with the 
members prior to the discussion. Together they 
would decide on three or four issues about which 
there were real differences of opinion. He would 
explain the procedure of the panel carefully. 


THE TEACHER’S WORKSHOP 


Members do not make speeches. They comment 
on each issue as it is raised and converse with 
each other about it. This procedure must be 
understood and agreed upon by all participants. 
They may rehearse briefly. Care should be taken, 
however, that the rehearsal not be detailed in 
order that spontaneity not be curtailed. The 
members may agree upon an outline. 

In the meeting the leader introduces the mem- 
bers of the panel, raises the central issues, guides 
the discussion so that all may comment, sum- 
marizes when a question has been explored, and 
moves the group on to the next issue. He must 
keep the discussion moving in a friendly yet live- 
ly manner, assisting participants in checking evi- 
dence, clarifying ideas, and making equal contri- 
butions. 

At the appropriate time the leader encourages 
the audience to participate and then guides ques- 
tions, comments, and answers to proper persons 
on the panel or in the audience. In concluding he 
may summarize the consensus of opinion or de- 
lineate differences. 

A panel discussion is used to stimulate the 
discussion of issues about which persons already 
have some knowledge or information. It helps 
persons understand the implications of a problem. 
It helps them understand how others think about 
it. 

—Robert S. Clemmons, staff member of the 

Department of Christian Education of Adults, 
Board of Education. 








